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brought confidence even in the most desperate circumstances, and under his command the troops realized that they were guided by a wise and masterful hand.
The wearers of the trefoil badge not only believed, they knew, that nothing could stand before them and Hancock, and a story which one of them tells about Gettysburg shows that they fully believed the enemy had the same appreciation of the invincibility of Hancock's corps.     This is  the   story:   "When  Piekott's division made its charge, the Confederates  only expected to meet raw troops.    They had been told that the Army of the Potomac was not there, but the Union soldiers were merely Pennsylvania militia and recruits. Two Confederate generals led the charge, one named Barksdale,  from  Mississippi;   and the  other, whoso name I forget, from Louisiana.    Over the two lines of the front corps the enemy charged upon us and came up the ridge.    The Louisiana general, the moment ho saw our lines, recognized the ace of clubs on our caps, and shouted : ' My God, boys, we are lost! Here Is the Army of the Potomac !'    The next instant ho fell from his horse, shot through the heart.    Tho other general was also shot not many feet away.    lie lived a four minutes, and, as he lay on the ground, Hancock went over to him, and, bending down, received the dying man's last message to his wife, as well an a gold wntrh, which, in his last moments, ho asked Hancock to forward with the message.    It was a scene which 1 will never forget." single word misunderstood might cause disaster to his troops or make him lose a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
